Special Daisy Girl Scout Issue - Issue #222 Part 1 of 2 Scouting Links Newsletter - August 15, 2003

Welcome to this Special Edition of the Scouting Links Newsletter just for Daisy Girl Scout Leaders (outside of the US, this age level is called Sparks, Rainbows, Beavers. etc).  In it you’ll find craft ideas, games, songs, service projects and, of course, lots of web sites!

This issue of the Scouting Links Newsletter is going out to 4,228 subscribers.  To all our new subscribers, welcome!

For all of our new subscribers who don’t understand why they are getting this issue of the newsletter when it doesn’t apply to their level, let me explain. Every once in a while I write “Special” issues that are devoted to one topic. In late summer I usually do an issue for each level of Girl Scouting. In November, I do one on Thinking Day, etc.  So, if you get a special issue about something that you’re not interested in, please just delete it. If you haven’t gotten the one that pertains to your particular level, please let me know.

If you enjoy this newsletter, please forward a copy to your Girl Scout/Guide friends and invite them to join (I’m always looking for new people to get ideas from)!!

To subscribe, unsubscribe, change your email address (I need new and old address) or include a request in the newsletter, please send me a note at mailto:katie.baron@att.net and I’ll take care of it for you.

The Scouting Links Newsletter archives can be found at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Scouting_Links_Newsletter/files.  You will need to have a Yahoo! Id to join the group, but it’s free.  Just go to http://www.yahoo.com.

Please note that if you join the Yahoo! Group, you will be responsible for removing yourself if you decide you no longer want to be a member. I just can’t be responsible for maintaining two separate mailing lists (I’m crazy enough as it is!).

My deepest thanks to the many, many leaders who contributed to this special issue!

================================================

You may be a Green Neck if.... your dog has puppies and you agree to let your daughter keep one AND name her "Daisy" after Daisy Girl Scouts!!

(ADMIT IT - SAY "I AM A GREEN NECK!" It's OK it own up to this - if even only to yourself!!!)

You can check out Nancy’s list of “Green Neckisms” at: http://web.archive.org/web/20011007134857/http:/users.mwci.net/~nancylw/nancy016.htm
================================================

In the US, Daisy Girl Scouts are girls in kindergarten or 1st grade or 5 to 6 years old. Around the world, this age level is called: Sparks - Canada (5 & 6 yrs) Ladybird - Ireland Teddy - South Africa Rainbow - the United Kingdom Gumnut - Australia Beaver - the Netherlands Pippin - New Zealand Stars - Greece (groups are called Galaxies!) Little Brownie - Japan Bunny Groups - India

To find more names for Girl Scouts around the world, go to http://worldguiding.anzagl.com/start.htm#A
Here is a paper doll and uniforms from around the world to dress her in!

http://www.girlguides.ca/girls/fun/game-doll.htm
http://www.girlguides.ca/girls/fun/game-dollcostumes.htm
>>BEST ADVICE FOR DAISY LEADERS

Have a great time; ask for help when you need it and don't sell these girls short, they'll surprise you beyond imagination.

Get the families involved.  Find a job for every family, depending on how much they can do.  Have parents/guardians help at meetings, fill out forms, go shopping, provide snacks - anything that you can let them do!

Submitted by Sheila, mailto:SMM@BDI-AE.COM
Get all your petal ideas together before your first meeting.  Discuss with the girls at the meeting and get some of their ideas for other ways to earn their petals.  Choose the activity/discussion to earn them.

>>LEADER BASICS

Purpose - Besides having fun, the purpose of Girl Scouts is to inspire girls with the highest ideals of character, conduct, patriotism and service so that they can be happy, resourceful citizens.  Daisy Girl Scouts are in Kindergarten or 1st grade or 5 to 6 old.

Getting Started As A Daisy Leader:

1. Daisy Leader Orientation - This is an overview of what it means to be a Daisy Leader.  It is usually held at the Service Unit level and you should attend before you attend Basic Leader Training.

2. Basic Leader Training 1 & 2 - This is Council level training. Contact your local council for class dates and times.  You should bring a copy of The Guide for Daisy Girl Scout Leaders and SafetyWise to the training sessions.

3. Plan Meeting Schedule - The Leader and Co-leader need to meet to establish the meeting schedule, place and time.  You will also need to begin planning activities, trips, etc.

4. Parent’s Meeting - Before you meet with the girls, you need to meet with just the parents.  The purpose of this meeting is to ensure that all of the girls are properly registered, hand out the schedule of meetings, discuss dues and uniforms, hand out Child Release Permit and health history forms, answer any questions, etc. Let parents/guardians know that if money is a problem they can speak to the leaders privately and funding can be worked out. Many councils have financial aid.  If they do, it usually can cover the registration fee and sometimes dues.

5. Registration - Each girl must pay a $10 per year registration fee. This covers the premium for the Girl Scout insurance.  Please note that the Girl Scout insurance does not cover siblings and siblings should not be present during Girl Scout activities.  Adult Girl Scouts must also pay the $10 registration fee.

6. Dues - Dues (the money that parents/guardians pay to support the

troop) cover the cost of patches, craft supplies, etc.  How much you charge for dues is entirely up to you.  Check with other troops in your area to see what’s appropriate.  Please note that Daisies are not allowed to handle money in any way, so they should not be bringing dues money to meetings.

Submitted by Dorie, mailto:DKelley98@aol.com
Re $ for Daisy Scouts -- keep in mind that the total cost for a Daisy Pin, WAGGGS pin, Promise Center, 10 petals, membership star with blue disk is approximately $10 per girl -- add in copies of the health forms, permission slips, etc. Gives you a basic amount to ask parents/guardians to contribute right off the bat.

7. Uniforms - The Daisy uniform is a tunic that can be worn over her regular clothes.  Please note that uniforms are not required by GSUSA, but should be strongly encouraged.  After all, where are they going to put their petals if they don’t have a tunic?  Uniforms and other Daisy accessories can be purchased at your local council.  The Daisy Petals and other earned patches can be worn on the front of the tunic.  Other patches (participation or “fun” patches) should be worn on the back.

8. Please note that Daisies are not allowed to solicit in any way, so you don’t have to worry about selling cookies (or magazines, or nuts,

etc) until next year!

The Daisy Girl Scout program includes earned recognitions, namely the Daisy Learning Petals. The petals are earned for learning the different parts of the Girl Scout Law.  Please note that they girls do not have to memorize the Law at this time.  The point is that the girls understand what the different parts of the Law mean:

   Daisy Blue Center
 - Girl Scout Promise

   Light Blue

- Honest & Fair

   Yellow


- Friendly & Helpful

   Spring Green

- Considerate & Caring

   Red


- Courageous & Strong

   Orange


- Responsible for what I say and do

   Purple


- Respect Myself & Others

   Magenta


- Respect Authority

   Green


- Use Resources Wisely

   Rose


- Make the world a better place

   Violet


- Be a sister to every Girl Scout

>>Submitted by Roxy, mailto: gs_leader@hotmail.com

I am creating a Leader's Helper Booklet and this is what I have included on organization. Staying Organized - My first year as a leader, I had paperwork all over my house & craft supplies on every table.  When meeting day came I rushed around the house trying to find everything I needed.  This isn't very helpful and actually very stressful.  Over time you realize that organization is a key element.  I will share some idea's I have found helpful to me.

Girl Folder's - Each girl in the troop has a green folder.  This folder serves mainly for a means of communication.  I produce a monthly newsletter, which goes into the folder.  The parents may leave notes for me & permission slips are taken home and brought back this way.  When they first received it they decorated it with stickers.  The center prongs hold song sheets of the girls’ favorite songs.

Monthly Newsletter - The first meeting of each month the girls take home a newsletter.  It contains any information needed about field trips, permission slip deadlines, badges we are working on, product sale information, and just for fun a girls & adult's section where we take submissions for stories, poems and the like.  The meeting they are passed out I also read them aloud so the girls are aware of what we are doing.

Binders -

*One binder contains all information from council.  We receive a Fall Start Up Packet that has punched holes.  Each is separated and any updates council sends goes in the pocket. *I have another binder I call "The Big Green Book" that contains all information I collect. It so happens the binder is green  There is a section for Songs, Games, Ceremonies, Camping, Swaps, Crafts and anything else I print up.  These are mostly resources from the internet.

* I have a red binder that stays with Safety Wise.  It contains the registration papers, permission slips, troop roster, emergency procedures, and when going on a trip the troop itinerary.  This is always with the troop.

* Another binder contains training information.  I keep any handout received at training inside, blank paper for notes, and my record of what training's I have received.

* As a Coach and Registrar, I need to keep forms on hand so I have a plastic expandable file folder that holds all blank council forms for the community.

* My current last binder is for the community's I work with.  I have tracking sheets for each troop I coach that I can list when I talk to the leaders, when they go on a trip, and when I meet with them.  A Community Roster is also kept inside as well as printouts that I think might be of interest to other leaders and my community job descriptions.

Folders - I also delegate some responsibilities to co-leaders and parents in which they also receive a folder, these jobs are noted as such.  The contents are as follows:

* Treasurer: Attendance Record, Due's Record, Bank Statements, Receipts, Finance Record and blank paper.

* Service Projects Parent: A printout of service project idea's along with contact information and blank paper.

* Special Projects Parent: Holiday Idea's and blank paper.  This mom helps with any holidays and field trips.

* Girl/Adult Records: It contains all Individual Girl Records so that I always know where to find them when they have completed a badge.  I also keep adult training records inside.  A new idea I am trying is badge cards. I used card stock and printed up badge cards very similar to the ones that come in the patch book that is sold.  As the girls earn badge's I put their name, the year, the badge earned and where it goes. Then I staple the badge to the card.  This will make it easier when Court of Awards comes.

* Flyers/Permission Slips: This folder contains anything I need to send home to girls on one side and the other side has items girls have turned in to me.

* Meeting:  This folder contains anything I need for the meeting, printout sheets for an activity, my meeting plan typed, kaper chart.

Crafts:

* I have two boxes of craft supplies at home that I store in a cupboard. What makes things easy however is making up bags for the girls ahead of time.  I buy Glad type bags or 4x5 ones at the craft store.  Each bag is made up of the supplies that each girl would need.  If there is a supply they must all share that is just placed on the table.  I also make up bulk pack baggies for swaps.  The girls choose what swaps they want to do and I make up bags of 10 for them.  Everything they would need to make the swap is included, except the glue of coarse.

From: Leaders Helper Booklet Copyright Roxanne Beer 2002 for GSSWPA

>>CEREMONIES and SPECIAL DATES FOR DAISIES

1. Investiture - This is the ceremony where the girls become “official” Girl Scouts. It usually takes place after the first couple of meetings, because the girls will be asked to recite the Girl Scout Promise, so they need time to learn it. This is when the girls get their Daisy Pins.

2. Thinking Day - Thinking Day is February 22 (the birthday of Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of Boy Scouts). On Thinking Day, the girls are to think about other Girl Scouts and Girl Guides around the world. They can get their World Trefoil Pin (used to be called the World Association

Pin) on Thinking Day.

3. Girl Scout Week - March 12, 1912 is the birthday of Girl Scouts in the US. The week in which March 12 falls is Girl Scout Week.

4. Bridging - This is the ceremony where the girls move up to Brownie Girl Scouts. If a girl decides that she doesn’t want to continue in Brownies, she is still entitled to bridge. The Bridging takes place at the end of the year. Bridging ceremonies can be either on the troop level or on the Service Unit level. At the Bridging Ceremony, each girl will receive their Bridging Patch (earned, see below) and their Membership Star with blue disk. Please note that a girl can move up to Brownies even if they don’t complete the bridging requirements, they just wont earn the patch.

>>Girl Scout Terms - Bridging Awards versus Bridging Ceremony

   These two terms often cause confusion.  When a Girl Scout has reached the end of the particular level (which is 1 year for Daisies and 3 years for every other level), she "bridges" to the next level in a Bridging Ceremony.  Bridging Ceremonies can be held on the troop level or on the Service Unit level.

   To add another twist to this, Brownies "Fly Up" to Juniors.  Flying up is the same as bridging in that both terms mean "to move on to the next level", but it's just for Brownies.  Girls who move up from Brownies to Juniors receive the "Brownie Fly Up Wings" patch to wear on the front of their uniforms.  These wings show that a girl was a Brownie Girl Scout and can be moved to the next level vest/sash as she progresses.  There are no requirements for this patch, it simply shows that the girl was a Brownie who moved up to Juniors.

   The Bridging Awards are special patches (pins for Senior Girl Scouts bridging to adults) that each girl who is moving up might earn if she completes the necessary requirements (they look like a rainbow, with the different levels having different shaped patches).  The award helps girls gain a better understanding of the next level of Girl Scouting. Girls who do not complete the requirements for the Bridging Award still Bridge to the next level, they just do not earn the patch or pin.

>>END OF YEAR RECOGNITIONS

Bridge to Brownie Girl Scout Patch - The requirements for the Bridge to Brownie Girl Scout Patch can be found in The Guide for Daisy Girl Scout Leaders, pages 62-64.  In general, you must do at least one activity from each of the four bridging steps:

     Bridging Step 1 - Learn About Brownie Girl Scouting

     Bridging Step 2 - Do a Brownie Girl Scout Activity

     Bridging Step 3 - Do something with a Brownie Girl Scout

     Bridging Step 4 - Help plan your Bridging Ceremony

Membership Star and Disk - Each year that a girl is a member of Girl Scouts, she earns a membership star.  These stars are to be distributed at the END of the year.  Each level has a different color backing disk; the Daisy color is blue.

Brownie Pins - Please note that Brownie Pins are usually handed out at the investiture/rededication ceremony in the beginning of the first Brownie year, but can be handed out at Bridging.  A bit of tradition: When a girl gets the Brownie Pin, it's put on upside down until she does a good deed (or two or three) without being asked. She then reports back to her new leader and it's turned right side up.

>>IMPORTANT FORMS FOR DAISIES

(These may vary from council to council.  Check with your local Council to make sure you have the proper forms) 1. Permission Slips - Every time that you go on a trip or meet at a time/place that is different than your normal meeting time/place, you need permission slips. These are filled out by the parents/guardians and returned to the Leader.

2. Activity Report - Whenever you need to send home permission slips, you will also need to fill out a Day/Overnight Activity Report. This is filled out by the Leader and sent to the Service Unit Manager before the scheduled activity

3. Health History Form - It is very important for you to have an up-to-date health history for each of your girls. Be especially careful about allergies and chronic conditions.  You should also have Health History forms for any adults that are active in your troop (including you!). You should always have your heath history forms with you. You can keep them with your first aid kit or in a ziploc bag that you can just throw in a backpack or tote.

4. Child Release Permit - If someone other than a parent/guardian is going to be picking the girl up, a Child Release Permit should be filled out.  These forms are also used if there is a person who is NOT allowed to pick up the girl.

5. GSUSA Insurance Forms - These forms, provided by your Council, will need to be filled out if there is an accident during a Girl Scout activity.  If you keep these forms in your first aid kit, you'll always have them if you need them.  For more information about filing a claim, go to http://www.mutualofomaha.com/acrodocs/gs/mc7827.pdf
Editor’s Note:  Looking for a Daisy Petal Record Keeping form?  Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Scouting_Links_Newsletter/files/ then click on the Daisy Helps file.

>>Helpful Books from GSUSA:

The Guide for Daisy Girl Scout Leaders

Daisy Girl Scout Activity Book

Safety-Wise

The Story of Juliette Low/Who Is A Daisy Girl Scout?

Scouting in the School Day Booklet: Welcome to Daisy Girl Scouts Ceremonies in Girl Scouting Outdoor Education in Girl Scouting Games for Girl Scouts Strength in Sharing: Philanthropy In Girl Scouting Trefoil Around The World World Games and Recipes Exploring the Hand Arts GirlSports Basic Kit Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Connections Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Read to Lead Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Girls Are Great Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Media Know How Anti-Smoking Booklet for Daisy and Brownie Girl Scouts Any song book your council has to offer. Most have the music with them.

>>Other Useful Books:

Rainy Day Crafts & Activities - Published by Publications International, Ltd. Kids Create! - By Laurie Carlson The Ultimate Book of Kids Concoctions - By John E. & Danita Thomas The Ultimate Book of Kids Concoctions 2 - By John E. & Danita Thomas The Great Games Book - By Susan Adams

>>DAISY PETAL PROJECTS:

Daisy Blue Center - Promise

1. Make a Girl Scout Law bracelet using the colors of the petals (see crafts below).

2. Make a collage with pictures from magazines that show what the Girl Scout Law means.

Light Blue - Honest & Fair

1. Have a game day and talk about how it's not fun to play with cheaters. (I'm sure you can find better words than that!!)

2. We had an Egg Hunt for our "honest and fair" petal. Each girl was allowed to find 5 eggs. Once they reached their goal they had to assist the other girls until everyone found 5 eggs. They were little troopers. I think that they had more fun helping each other.

Yellow - Friendly & Helpful

1. Read the Brownie Story. Each time the girls hear the word helpful, have them stand up and shout “Helpful!” Then send them home with little sheets of paper that say, “A Girl Scout was here”. Each time they do a good deed/chore without being asked, they can leave a slip of paper.

2. I have one of my Daisies be a helper at each meeting. So they are not earning this petal all at the same time, but all will have a chance to be a helper and earn the petal.

Spring Green - Considerate & Caring

1. Secret pals! - Have each girl pick out of a hat and have them bring a special gift to the next meeting - something they've made (if you go with a purchased item, make sure you put a $$ limit on the spending!)... Or even better – send the gift in the mail or drop it off on the front porch – girls love getting mail. Then you could have each girl bring a card to the next meeting to reveal herself.

2. Submitted by Kristi, mailto:ccolvin@cox.net
We decorated pumpkins with sticker face (I pre made and cut out on the computer with sticker paper). We glued hair that was made out of yarn on the pumpkin. We then delivered them to 2 nursing homes here in town.

3 For more ideas, check out the Service Project section, below.

Red - Courageous & Strong

1. We play a game called emotions. It requires the girls to pick out of a hat a paper that has an emotion on it, like Happy, Sad, Mad, Glad, Excited, Hurt, etc. We had adults help with the reading and each girl had to stand in front of the group and act out the emotion without talking. If your girls are shy, it could take quite a bit of courage to stand up there and do that in front of everyone.

2. We also do things with our sister troop and for them to be in front of other people they don't know is quite courageous.

3. Another great idea I’ve heard about is having a fashion show

4. We planned a field trip without our moms! We had parents/guardians from our sister Junior troop walk to McDonald's with us where we had dinner and then talked about one of the other petals while there. Then, we all (Jr. and Daisies) walked over to the ice cream place before walking back to our meeting place. The older and younger girls all had a good time.

5. We are having different foods that we have never tried and we are going to try them. We are also going to be learning about what it means to be strong not just by lifting weights but strong in mind too.

6. Make a growth chart to hang in their rooms so they can see how they grow.

7. Visit a local athletic club or dance studio and have an instructor speak to the girls about eating right and exercise. They can learn some dance steps, exercise, etc.

Orange - Responsible for what I say and do

1. Do a service project that helps the environment. Pick up trash around the school, park or playground (wear gloves, of course!). Talk to the girls about how each person should help take care of the earth. Maybe plant a tree or some flowers.

2. Get a big sheet of paper and have the girls make a list of Troop rules.

3. Copy a picture from a coloring book. Have the girls color the picture. Have the girls crumple the picture into a ball. Now smooth out the picture. Note all the wrinkles left on the paper. Explain when you say something bad or mean it will always leave a mark on that person. Some marks don’t show but others do. A Girl Scout’s job is to be responsible and not say things that might hurt someone on the inside. Discuss what words hurt and what words are nice.

4. Responsible for what I do can be as simple as having the girls always wear their seat belts when in a car.

5. Have the girls think about what chore they could do to help mom do around the house and one that they can do at the Daisy meetings to help out, like take out the trash or push in the chairs at the end of the meetings. They have a chart to take home and check off for two weeks.

6. Submitted by Gina, mailto: erpaff1@yahoo.com

We focused on cleaning up after yourself (like after snack) and talked about what is and isn't being responsible. For instance, we asked the girls if it was responsible to make a mess and not clean it up, if it was responsible, to make a promise and then break it, etc. The girls generated a lot of their own ideas (some of which had nothing to do with responsibility but hey they're Daisies!) We also did the friendship web where you toss the yarn around the circle and introduce yourself, then when the web was done showed them how every person was part of a team and responsible for working together. You could also do a group collage by having them look for pictures out of magazines that show people being responsible (a mother caring for a baby, a child feeding her pet, etc.) I did this with my girls as Daisies and it worked very well. If you have a troop mascot (maybe a simple stuffed animal) the girls can take turns spending a week with the mascot and being responsible for taking care of it. We did this with first grade Brownies and sent along a scrapbook for them to write in and paste pictures of themselves with the mascot. Good luck

7. Submitted by Karen, mailto: KAREN_HARRIS@rsausa.com

My Junior troop helped a Daisy troop earn this petal.  On Makingfriends.com we found a wonderful craft idea of making flower pots with the flower stems holding chores the girls can do around the house. What we did was:

Cut out flower pots from fun foam and staple to thin cardboard (for support).  Apply a couple of small sticky magnets to back cut from a magnet roll.  Using glue stick glue fun foam flower shapes (we found a tub of pre-cut flowers) to small popsicle sticks (we used the colored ones or you can paint plain ones green).  On each popsicle stick glue on a pre-printed chore or hand write a chore that the girls can do at home (i.e. wash the dishes, make their bed, set the table).  My girls were in charge of getting all the supplies together and helping the Daisies make their craft.

For a fun game we were going to play "What Do You Say Dear?".  This is a book that can be found at the library.  We were going to read the story and then ask the girls how they would respond in different situations. Around the room would be taped up the 'correct' response and the girls would go to the response they felt was correct to fit the situation. For example, "If a stranger gives you a piece of candy, what do you say dear?"  Hopefully the girls will go stand under the sign that says 'no thank you'.  This allows for discussion for why or why not certain responses are selected.  We did not have time to read the story or play the game but I have heard from some of the Daisy moms that the girls are really thrilled with their flower pots.

8. Submitted by Elaine, mailto: daisytroop151@yahoo.com

I use the orange petal to introduce the kaper chart along with a simple flag ceremony.  We use a strip of poster board with all girls' names printed on it vertically along with 10 clothespins (I have 10 Daisies). Each clothespin has a kaper (along with a simple picture depicting the

kaper) attached.  Kapers include Promise starter, Pledge starter, Flag Bearer, Color Guard, crayon and scissor keeper, floor monitor, etc.  We also include a "squeeze starter" for closing ceremony and a "leader's helper" who does special jobs or fills in for absent girls. By the 2nd or third meeting after this one (if it goes as last year) the little ones check the kaper chart as soon as they arrive and they take their responsibilities VERY seriously.  Some responsibilities are more popular than others (flag bearer, squeeze starter) but the little ones learn that each must do their part and the favored kapers will eventually become their responsibility for the evening.  Last year I was actually overwhelmed by the response (and responsibility) of my young troop.

9. Submitted by Lori, mailto: Teaready@aol.com

I taught our Daisy Girl Scouts all about the Library.  It ties in with being responsible for what you say and do.  This could be done with a trip to the library, or having a librarian come and speak, or a book about the library could be read at your meeting.  We talked about being responsible for what you say, (bring the book back on time for others to use) and do (have clean hands when looking at the book).  I also had library card applications for the girls to bring home, you would be surprised how many don' t have their own library card yet.  In my town if they can write their name they can have a card.  We made book markers, filled out a silly activity sheet (pictures, needed to circle the right thing to do...read the book in the tub, read the book in the rain, read the book while eating dinner, or read the book in a chair.) I read the book "D.W.'s Library card" (great book ).  I gave some "what if" questions..."what if you were waiting for a book to come in and the person who had it didn't bring it back?  How would you feel?  Would it be hard to keep waiting?" ... and other questions to enforce the "responsible for what you say and do".  Good luck.

Purple - Respect Myself & Others

1. Have a Doctor, Nurse or Dentist talk to the girls about how important it is to take care of themselves, maybe visit their office.

2. We put together care packages of toothpaste, toothbrushes, hairbrushes, wet wipes, soap, and combs. The girl each received one and we donated the others to a shelter. We talked about proper hygiene and why it is important.

Magenta - Respect Authority

1. Field trip to our local police station for a tour. The officer gave an age-appropriate tour, including the holding cell, the firing range and the motorcycle garage. It made a big impression on the girls.

2. Have someone in authority, principal, police officer, fire fighter, etc, talk to the girls about what it means to have their job and how people depend on them.

3. We made a trip to the fire department. They gave us a tour, allowed the girls to try on their uniforms, and squirt the fire hose. They talked about fire safety. We made them a special card to thank them. We also decorated all of their chalkboards while we waited for them to return from a fire. As we were arriving - they were leaving. It was rather exciting for the girls to see.

Green - Use Resources Wisely

1. Old paper in rolls that were going to be thrown away because the new machine used regular paper. Scraps of construction paper, markers, shoe boxes, popsicle sticks and miscellaneous craft stuff left over from other projects, then set it out with NO instructions other than "make something." All 20 girls were almost instantly busy. Some worked together on a long mural with the fax paper, others decorated shoe boxes, some made picture frames with the popsicle sticks.

2. Collect aluminum cans for recycling or visit a recycling center

3. Make paper from all of our construction paper scraps

4. I had the girls decorate re-usable plastic cups for our meetings... we discussed recycling and littering.

5. We practiced some "leave no trace" skills by cleaning the playground.

>>Editor’s Note:  You can purchase “Leave No Trace” plastic reference

cards at http://www.lnt.org/.  Click on “Materials and Merchandise”. When ordering, make sure that you specify that you want the cards that are appropriate for kids.

6. We had a relay race with recyclables. We made a pile of mixed recyclables (plastics, tin/aluminum, newspapers, etc) and had a separate box labeled for each type of recyclable. One by one the girls put one item at a time into the correct box. As a group they worked together doing this 3 times. We timed them each time as they raced against the clock. It was a lot of fun!

Rose - Make the world a better place

1. Plant sunflower and daisy seeds for the girls to take home or plant a flower garden as a "thank you" to the church/school for allowing us to use it as a meeting place

2. Go to a recycling center and practice recycling at home.

3. Do a local community clean up or plant trees on earth day.

4. We did a quick unit on taking care of pets and animal safety...we also visited our local veterinarian's office, and made a pet supplies donation to our local animal shelter.

5. Make bird feeders out of recycled materials

Violet - Be a sister to every Girl Scout

1. Find a Troop outside of your area to be Pen Pals with

2. Have a Sister Brownie Troop

3. Have a Thinking Day party

4. We did a study on Australian Girl Guides, complete with an Aussie snack and craft

5. Make SWAPS for another Troop (SWAPS stands for “Share With A Pal” and are little pins or trinkets that Girl Scouts/Guides exchange)

6. Have a Daisy party for all the Daisy troops in town (that’s assuming that there’s more than 1 Daisy Troop!)

For more Daisy Petal ideas check out these sites: http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/daisy.html - Daisy Idea Exchange http://www.wwpgirlscouts.org/gsa/levels/daisys/daisypetalideas.htm
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>>ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS & PATCHES FOR DAISIES

Ms. President GSUSA Patch Requirements for Daisy/Brownies - these requirements are currently only found on line at http://jfg.girlscouts.org/gs/insignia/mspresident/db/dbindex.htm
Girl Sports Patch Program - http://jfg.girlscouts.org/Go/GirlSportPatchProject/Index.htm
Girl Scouts Game Face Program - http://jfg.girlscouts.org/Go/Sports/Gameface.htm
Check with your local Council.  Most offer special “Council’s Own” patches for the girls to work on.  Other council’s may also have programs that are appropriate for Daisies.  Contact the council in question first to make sure they are willing to share.  Suppose you’re want to do a program about Native Americans.  How do you find out about Council’s Own programs from other councils?  Put a note in the Scouting Links Newsletter!

Religious Awards - Most religions have their own award for Girl Scouts. Religious Awards should not be worked on within a troop if the troop is religiously diverse.  Each religion has it’s own set of requirements for their awards.  You can check out the religious awards at: http://www.ptgirlscouts.org/religrec.htm
http://www.nps.gov/learn/grrangerzone/ranger.htm - National Parks Service Junior Ranger Program http://www.zinkthezebra.org/dnav/48/page.htm - Zink the Zebra for Daisy Girl Scouts

Looking for supplemental, earned, patches for your troop?  Want more than just a “fun” patch?  Check out http://www.patchworkdesigns.net/patchprograms.htm
Programs Include:

Community Service

Princess Scout - Building Self Esteem and Respect for Others Safari Adventure Scrapbooking Historically Speaking Countries: China, Egypt, England, France, Germany, Greece, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Switzerland, USA Historically Speaking States: Alabama, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, New Jersey, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington D.C., West Virginia

* * Please note that these award patches are not official GSUSA and should be worn on the back of the tunic.

Submitted by Alice, mailto:awagner1031@cfl.rr.com
The President’s Student Service Awards Committee has asked me to publicize their program.  This is a White House initiative, which recognizes young Americans with awards for outstanding community service, while encouraging more young people to serve.

I would encourage our girls to keep a comprehensive list of ALL their service hours each year.  Even if they don't reach the total for this award, they would have personal satisfaction in knowing how much time they have committed to helping others and perhaps personally challenge themselves to increase their total the following year.

    This is one time that our "double-dipping" rules wouldn't apply. The President's Student Service Awards are outside of Girl Scout channels, so ALL hours spent towards providing service would count towards the President's awards.  This is an ongoing program and applications may be submitted at any time for any 12 month period.  You, as their leader, would verify the girl's application.  Recipients of these awards get a pin and a certificate signed by President Bush.

    Two awards are available:

1.  The President's Gold Award is for youth (kindergarten through

college) who have performed at least 100 hours of service within a 12-month period. 2.  The President's Silver Award is for youth (kindergarten through eighth grade) who have performed at least 50 hours of service within a 12-month period. The web site provides the forms and information for this award: http://www.student-service-awards.org
Looking for “Fun Patches” for an event or activity?  Check out these sites!  Please remember that “Fun Patches” belong on the back of the Daisy tunic.

http://www.patchandpin.com/ - Best prices for custom patches http://www.gopatch.com/ - Sunshine Patch & Emblem http://www.patchcorner.com/ - Patch Corner http://www.design-it.com - Design It Patch Catalog http://www.patchworkdesigns.net - Patchworks http://www.memory-patches.com/alphabetical_listing_of_all_yout.htm - Activity Patches http://www.patchandpin.com/index.htm - Custom Patches & pins http://www.welshind.com/gsusa.htm http://www.patchcon.com/cgibin/start.cgi/store/welcome.html
http://www.historicallyspeaking.net/patchprogramscountries.htm - Countries http://www.historicallyspeaking.net/patchprogramsstates.htm - States http://www.historicallyspeaking.net/communityservice.htm - Community Service Patch http://www.memory-patches.com/ - patches from historical monuments, parks, etc http://www.careplus.com/emblemsfp.htm - custom patches

* * CRAFTS * *

1. Girl Scout Law Friendship Bracelet - Make a Friendship Bracelet out of beads and yarn, elastic or plastic lacing, but use the colors associated with the Girl Scout Law that are in the Daisy activity book (for the petals they earn when they learn the Law). Med Blue = The Promise, Lt Blue = Honest & Fair, Yellow = Friendly & Helpful, Lt Green = Considerate & Caring, Red = Courageous & strong, Orange = Responsible for what I say and do, Purple = Respect myself & others, Magenta = Respect authority, Forest Green = Use resources wisely, Rose = Make the world a better place and Violet = Be a sister to every Girl Scout

2. Puzzle Piece Picture Frame - You need a frame, either pre-made or made out of craft sticks. Take an old puzzle with small pieces and paint them. Glue them around the frame. Make little banners that say “I Love You To Pieces!” to glue to the bottom.

3. This is a craft simple enough for Daisies, but pretty enough for the older girls.

Supplies:  Glass jar (baby food jar is fine)

                Colored tissue paper

                school glue

                cup of water (very small amount)

                paintbrush (small)

Rip tissue into very small bits. Mix glue and water in a cup. "Paint" on to jar, apply tissue bits, paint over tissue, and YOU ARE DONE! Use this for a candle holder, money holder, anything! Maybe use it for a ceremony (ie, Daisy investiture).

Here are some of my favorite craft sites: http://www.makingfriends.com - Craft ideas & supplies for scouts, etc. http://www.makingfriends.com/daisy_nov.htm - A whole year of meeting plans, projects and crafts just for Daisies! http://www.kidsville.net/schools/gseldorado/crafts.html
http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/index.html - Craft from Kids Domain http://www.oriental.com - Oriental Trading has lots of very inexpensive craft kits http://www.makestuff.com/index.html - Make Stuff - It’s got great craft ideas! http://www.kid-at-art.com/ - Creative ways to recycle by making art http://dcrafts.com/kidscraftsp1.htm - A Craft A Day for Kids http://www.guidezone.skl.com/kdspasto.htm - Spark Story Craft http://www.allcrafts.net/kids.htm#freeprojects - Free Kids Craft Projects http://www.recipegoldmine.com/crafts/crafts.html - Crafts http://www.craftplanet.com/Creations/Projects/index.htm
http://www.justkidsrecipes.com/index.shtml - If you need the recipe for slime, cinnamon dough, face paints, bubble solution, etc. this is the place to find it! http://www.makingfriends.com/911_crafts.htm - 9-11 Remembrance Crafts http://www.earlychildhood.com/crafts/index.cfm - Craft Index http://www.allcrafts.net/ - Free craft patterns, kits, etc. http://asp.myfree.com/displayoffers/offers.asp?offercat=36 - Free Craft Stuff http://rubyglen.com/crafts.htm - Free Craft Patterns and Projects http://www.craftfreebies.com/ - Craft Freebies

* * * SERVICE WITH A SMILE * * *

>>Service Project Ideas:

Make cards for a veteran's hospital, children’s hospital, nursing home, etc. They can always use a bit of cheer.

Practice holiday songs and head to one of the places above and sing a holiday program. Yes, Daisy's can do this with help from parents.

Have each girl donate a sweatshirt or mittens, wrap them and present them to a crisis center or unwed mother's home.

Clean up at the school/church/building where you meet.

Service Project Web Sites: http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/index.html - Every 4th Saturday in October is "Make a Difference Day". I encourage all troops to join others everywhere to make a difference on this day. Don't forget to register your event. With the Girl Scout year starting Oct. 1, Make A Difference Day comes pretty quick! My troop has participated for the last 4 years, so I know that it’s never too early to start planning!!

http://www.colorasmile.org/ - Color A Smile collects crayon drawings from school children. Every month these “masterpieces” are mailed to people all over the country. Recipients include senior citizens, people who are sick, people who have been in accidents, people who just need a smile!

http://www.kidscare.org/kidscare/index.htm - A great source of service project ideas! http://bottlesofhope.org/ - Bottles of Hope, a service project to support cancer patients

http://www.makeachildsmile.org/ - Make A Child Smile - This is a great service project idea. Send a card to a kid with a life threatening illness

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/service.htm - Service Project Ideas http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/ServiceProjects.html - 350 Service Project Ideas for Kids http://www.volunteermatch.org/ - Find out who needs volunteers in your area

http://www.volunteering.org.uk/ - Find out how you can volunteer in the UK The Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network - http://www.1800volunteer.org Do something - http://www.dosomething.org/ Family Matters - http://www.pointsoflight.org/familymatters
Kids care - http://www.kidscare.org
Servenet - http://www.servenet.org
Locks of love - http://www.locksoflove.org
Kids and teen-givespot.com - http://www.givespot.com/resources/kidsteens.htm
Youth corps for animals - http://www.youthforanimals.org/
Youth volunteer corps of America - http://www.yvca.org/ Performing hearts - http://www.performinghearts.com/ The Humane Society of the of the US - http://www.humaneteen.org/ Are you into it? - http://www.areyouintoit.com http://www.forgirlsandtheirdreams.org/difference.htm
http://www.readtofeed.org/ - Read to Feed, an international service project designed for kids

>>SONGS FOR DAISIES

The Girl Scout Law (to the tune of “Home on the Range”)

I will do-oo my best (Oh give me a home)

to be Honest and Fair, (where the buffalo roam)

Friendly and He-e-elpful. (and the deer and the antelope play) Considerate and Caring (Where seldom is heard) Courageous and Strong (a discouraging word) And responsible for what I say and do. (and the skies are not cloudy all

day.)

and to Respect myself and others (Home, home on the range) Respect author-i-teee (yee hah!) (where the deer and the antelope play

-- yee hah!)

Use Resources wisely, (where seldom is heard)

Make the world a better place (a discouraging word)

and be a sister to every Girl Scout! (and the skies are not cloudy all

day)

= = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = I’m A Daisy Girl Scout - Sing to the tune of “I'm a Little Teapot” I'm a Daisy standing tall (stand tall) I'm a Daisy, friend to all (wave to friends) I'm a Daisy, helping every day (hands out, palms up) Living my life in the Girl Scout way (give Girl Scout sign)

  OR

I'm a little Daisy (hands together, at side of face, head tilted) dressed in blue (hands pick up hem of uniform smock) I am a Girl Scout (make 3 fingered sign) you are too (point to neighbor) When I go to meetings (hands out, palms up) I sing and shout (hands cup around mouth) I love being a Daisy Girl Scout (point to heart) = = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = I'm A Girl Scout  (Tune Frere Jacque)

   I'm a Girl Scout.

   I'm a Girl Scout.

   Who are you?

   Who are you?

 Can't you tell by looking?

 Can't you tell by looking?

   I'm one too.

   I'm one too.

= = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = Daisy Happy Face (Sing to the tune of the Brownie Smile Song)

  I have something in my little hand that you just cannot see.

  It's something very special and it's now a part of me.

 The Daisy Girl Scouts showed me how to put it into place,

 And when I clap my little hand, you'll see my HAPPY FACE!

= = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = You Ever See A Daisy (Tune Did you ever see a Lassie)

  Did you ever see a Daisy, a Daisy, a Daisy?

  Did you ever see a Daisy, a Daisy Girl Scout?

  Go this way and that way, and that way and this way.

  Did you ever see a Daisy, a Daisy Girl Scout?

= = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = I’m A Daisy, Daisy Girl Scout Song (Tune Clementine) I'm a Daisy, Daisy Girl Scout And I'll tell you something too, I'm a loyal lil' Girl Scout, And my color is true blue = = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = Earning Daisy Petals - to the tune of Old McDonald: Now it's time for sharing time and earning Daisy Petals. It's fun to be here with my friends and earn a Daisy petal.

(name of child 1)___'s here,

(name of child 2) ___'s here,

There is (name of child 3),

there is (name of child 4)

It's fun to be here with my friends and earn a Daisy petal!

repeat using 4 more girl's names.

= = = = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = DAISY CLEAN UP SONG (Tune- Jingle Bells)

Leader:

Daisy Scouts, Daisy Scouts.

Let's tidy up the room.

Daisy Scouts, Daisy Scouts.

Time to go home soon.

Girls:

Daisy Scouts, Daisy Scouts,

We're picking up our things.

Daisy Scouts, Daisy Scouts,

Hear our voices sing.

Need more songs? Check out these web sites: http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/Glade/8851/songs7.htm
http://www.geocities.com/alamitosmarina/ckysngbk.html
http://www.notascout.net/songs/ - Words and MP3’s of Girl Scout Songs!

>>GAMES and ACTIVITIES

What Time is it Mister Wolf

It stands at one end of the playing area. The rest at the other end. One location is designated safe. The group calls out "What time is it Mr. Wolf?" and It (the wolf) says a time, i.e. 3 o'clock. The group take three giant steps forward. This continues until the group is close to the wolf. When the group says "what time is it" the wolf will answer, "time for dinner", that is the cue for the group to run to the safe place, the wolf tries to catch someone. Whoever is caught becomes the new wolf.

Islands

Equipment: newspaper

Spread out several sheets of newspaper scattered on the floor of the playing area. These are the Islands. Players are to roam around the playing area until the leader yell "shark". Then the players must get on an Island, their feet can't touch the floor. At another signal they roam the playing area again and the leader takes away one of the Islands. Play continues until only one Island is left. It's great fun to see lots of Sparks crammed onto one sheet of paper. Be sure to tell them that co- operation is the key to this game.

Different Ways

Everyone lines up side by side at one end of the playing area. The leader stands at a designated spot towards the other end. Players take turns making their way to the leader. The special rule is, no one can travel the same way. Some times you'll need to give them an idea but most are quite creative. Examples of ways to travel: run, hop, skip, crawl, crab walk, walk backwards, walk sideways. Our girls just love this game and will usually go back the other way while still not duplicating a method of travel.

Jail - A game to learn their promise

One player is IT and someone, usually a leader is the JAILER. This is a game of tag, when IT catches you, you go to the Jailer and have to recite your promise to get out of jail. A very simple game, good for the beginning of the year.

Undercover

Divide the group into two. One group leaves the room. The second group picks someone and covers them with a blanket. The first group comes back in and has to guess who is missing. We give three chances. Then the groups switch. Our girls really like this game. They try to fool the others by placing more than one under the blanket. They've also put a leader under and had two girls hide to fool the others.

People to People

Pair everyone up. The leader calls out directions like, elbow to elbow, knee to knee or hand to foot. The pair does the action called. When the leader calls, "people to people" everyone runs to get a new partner.

Touch Blue

Leader yells out directions and the girls run and do it. We often do this game with a color theme. Sometimes everyone runs to the same object. Sometime they go to different ones. You could use this with almost any theme by changing the things they touch.

Here are some game web sites to check out: http://www.gameskidsplay.net/ - Games Kids Play http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/games.html - Games for Girl Scouts http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/coopgames.html - Cooperative Games http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/Games.htm - Games for Girl Scouts http://youthpastor.com/games/ - An index of over 300 games http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/LinksLibrary.html#Games - Village Links Library Games http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/index.html - Puzzlemaker - Create and print customized word search, crossword and math puzzles using your word lists

Also, check out “Games for Girl Scouts”, published by GSUSA. Your local Council Shop should carry it.

>>Pen Pal/Mascot Exchange Websites:

http://www.makingfriends.com/friends/f_make.htm
http://www.guidezone.skl.com/i_bh_mascots.htm - Mascots http://www.flatstanleyproject.org/index.htm - The Official Flat Stanley Project Web Site http://www.pen-pal.com/freepals.html
>>LEADER RESOURCE WEB SITES

http://www.scoutinglinks.com - Thousands of links related to Girl Scouts/Guides! Councils, Service Units, Troops, Leader Resources, Campfire Recipes, Ceremonies, Crafts and More! And a search feature that makes finding what you need easy!

http://www.girlscouts.org - The main web page for Girl Scouts USA http://www.girlscouts.org/faqs/leaders.html - Frequently Asked Questions

http://www.cbgsc.org/ADULTS/LittleGreenBook/littlegreenbook_a.htm - Little Green Book of Girl Scout Lingo http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/new-lead.htm - New Leader Tips http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/meetings.htm - Troop Meeting Planner http://brownies368.tripod.com/leader.html#downloads - Lots of help to get organized http://jenefer.speedyweb.com/daisyhelps.shtml - Daisy Girl Scout Help Site http://members.cox.net/chocolatechip/daisy.html - Just for Daisies http://www.geocities.com/alamitosmarina/dsylinks.html - Links for Daisies http://www.geocities.com/ivsugirlscouts/daisy.htm
http://www.scoutingweb.com/ScoutingWeb/Program/Daisy.htm - Daisy Resources http://www.epilogsys.com/scoutingweb/Documents/4mtgDaisy.pdf - Plans for the First 4 Daisy Meetings http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/meetings.htm#daisy - Another plan for the first 4 Daisy meetings

http://dani1989.150m.com/book/index.html - Girl Scout Law Coloring Book http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/ipc/ - Instant Program Cards http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/wagggs.html - TONS of links http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/LinksLibrary.html#Badge - Links for All Levels http://www.geocities.com/junior2513/index.html - Girl Scout Leaders Group http://hometown.aol.com/GSMomJoann/FavoriteURLsIndex.html - More Tons of links! http://hackleylibrary.org/scoutlnk.htm - Web Sites for Scouts (GSUSA &

BSA)

http://home.cfl.rr.com/scoutingseasons - Seasonal resources for Girl Scouts http://abe.midco.net/mpkrog1/GSlinks.htm - Favorite GS Links http://www.clearcreekgs.com/LeadersLinks.html - Leader Links http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/ - Sandy's World of Girl Scouting http://www.greenoaks2001.org/leader_resource_page.htm - Leader Resource Page http://www.angelfire.com/ct/cgrob123/ - Robinson’s Cyber Station - This is a site that you’ll use again and again! It has GS poems, recipes, stories, leader tips, and more, more! http://www.guidezone.skl.com/indexpag.htm - Great resource for songs, games, crafts, inspirations, etc. It is a compilation of information submitted by Guiders and Scouters from around the world. http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/scouthome.html - Sarah’s Scout Haven - Leader info, Badge/IPP Links, Games, Thinking Day, Ceremonies and more! http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/ - Scouting Web

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Ridge/5782/spark.html - Sparks, the Canadian Guiding equivalent of Daisies http://www.ntguides.com/resources.htm - Instant Meetings for Sparks http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Ridge/5782/slpcmp.html - Sparks (Canadian equivalent of Daisy GS) Sleepovers/Camps - Please remember that for Daisy Girl Scouts the SafetyWise adult to child ratio for sleepovers is 1:1 so each girl must have a female adult companion. http://www.girlguides.ca/guider/ - Canadian Guider Magazine online

>>CEREMONIES:

http://www.notascout.net/ceremonies/ceremonych5.htm - Bridging Ceremonies http://www.guidezone.skl.com/i_ceremoni.htm
http://jfg.girlscouts.org/GS/Ceremonies/Bridging.htm
http://jfg.girlscouts.org/GS/Ceremonies/ceremonies2.htm
http://jfg.girlscouts.org/how/leadership/flag.htm
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/ceremony.htm
http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/cerem_002.html#heading_5
Girl Scout ceremonies http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/ Ceremonies, songs and other resources

http://www.fament.com/gsinfo/ceremonies/ceremonytoc.htm Ceremonies http://www.geocities.com/flag_of_usa/
http://makingfriends.com/scouts/scouts_girls_more.htm - Make a Girl Scout Table Top Bridge http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/cerem_contents.html
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5658/ceremonies.html Ceremonies http://www.girlscouts.gen.il.us/what_is_a_girl_scout_ceremony.htm
progression chart to assist in age-appropriate planning http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/cere/ceretoc.html
http://users.bicnet.net/~sykes/gs/gs_ceremon.htm
http://members.tripod.com/~bri_rose/ceremonies.html
http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/Ceremonies.htm
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/ceremony.htm#invest
http://gsleaders.org/files/cerindex.htm
Girl Scout Sunday/Sabbath http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/GSSunSabFlyer.html
http://www.hngirlscouts.org/Sunday%20Sabbath.htm
http://www.gscm.org/Resources/AskJuliette/ArchivedActivities/Mar/GirlScoutWeekArc.htm
http://www.umcscouting.org/info/services.htm
http://www.usscouts.org/scoutsunday.asp
Want to know what NOT to do with your troop?  Check out “How to Kill A Scout Troop” at http://library.chsscout.net/Serious_Adult_Stuff/article-65-page-one.shtml
Looking for graphics to spice up your newsletters? Check out these sites! Note: To save a graphic, right click the picture and then click on “Save Image As”. Make sure you save it where you can find it again!

http://www.girlscouts.org/about/gsgraphics.html - Graphics from GSUSA http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/6073/girlscouts/icons.htm
http://www.girlguides.ca/clipart/gallery_onbrand.htm - Clip Art from Girl Guides of Canada http://www.girlguides.ca/tips/resources-clip.htm
http://www.girlguides.ca/clipart/gallery_newclipart.htm
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Valley/5170/clipart.html - UK Guiding Clip Art http://www.azmetro.com/gsclipart.html
http://www.ocgsc.org/clp_art.html
http://www.graphmaster.org/ http://www.epilogsys.com/scoutingweb/SubPages/SWGraph.htm
http://www.kidsdomain.com/clip/ http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/Dell/9899/ - Girl Scout Graphics by Tracy http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Acres/6690/clipart.htm
http://scouter.com/compass/graphics_and_clipart/girl_scout_graphics/
http://www.webplaces.com/search/ - Clip Art Search Engine

==========================================================

Girl Scout Ways and Traditions ==========================================================

>>Submitted by Shari, mailto:steresi@ix.netcom.com
GIRL SCOUT SIGN - This special sign is made with the middle three fingers of the right hand raised and the little finger held down by the thumb. The three fingers stand for the three parts of the Promise.  Give the sign when you say the Promise, are invested, receive Try-Its or Badges, or as a way to greet other Girl Scouts.

GIRL SCOUT HANDSHAKE - The Girl Scout handshake is the formal way Girl Scouts greet each other. Shake hands with your left hand while giving the Girl Scout sign with your right hand.  The left hand is closest to your heart, which signifies friendship.

QUIET SIGN - Use the quiet sign to get everyone's attention. Raise right hand high. When others see you, they raise their hands and are quiet too. "When your hand goes up, your mouth goes shut. "  Note that the official quiet sign is NOT the right hand raised in the GS sign, but an open hand.  This tradition goes back to when the fifth Girl Scout Law was "to be courteous."  However, many scouts today use the right hand raised while making the Girl Scout sign and that is acceptable as well.

TALKING SIGN - When you have something to say, make the Girl Scout Sign with the right hand and touch your fingers to the floor .

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE - The friendship circle can be used to close a troop meeting, activity, or ceremony. It stands for the unbroken chain of friendship with Girl Scouts around the world. Stand in a circle. Each person crosses her arms right over left and holds her neighbor's hands. Everyone is quiet. To get out of the friendship circle, raise right hand over head, and while still holding hands, duck under and out, saying, "Good night, Girl Scouts!".

FRIENDSHIP SQUEEZE - One person in the friendship circle starts the friendship squeeze. When you feel your hand squeezed, you do the same

(gently) to the person next to you. Everyone is silent as the friendship squeeze is passed (or you may pass the squeeze while singing "Taps" or another closing song. The squeeze stands for friendship with Girl Scouts everywhere.  If you like, as the squeeze is passed, each person puts out their right foot into the circle.  That way, you can watch the squeeze making it's way around the circle.

DAISY CIRCLE, BROWNIE RING - The special circle where Daisies or Brownies sit to plan and talk. Sit on the floor or in chairs/sit-upons in a circle. In order to get into a Brownie ring, leader may take the hand of a girl, and other girls grab on. Leader starts walking eventually to form a circle while saying: Round and round and round

about, take the hand of a Brownie Scout.   Here we are in the Brownie

Ring, Ready for 'most anything!

GIRL SCOUT MOTTO - The motto is the same as the Boy Scout motto: Be Prepared.  In early troops, there was actually a secret password used to enter the room where meetings were held:  it is Deraperp Eb (Be Prepared

backwards!)

GIRL SCOUT SLOGAN - The slogan is "Do A Good Turn Daily."

GIRL SCOUT PIN - The pin has the shape of a trefoil.  Trefoil means three leaves.  The leaves of the pin stand for the three parts of the Girl Scout Promise.

GIRL SCOUT UNIFORM - The uniform shows everyone we belong to the Girl Scouts of the USA.  We take pride in wearing it and we are expected to live up to the standards of Girl Scouting when we have it on.

>>Girl Scout Traditions Websites:

http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/ScoutTraditions.htm
http://www.main.org/gsusa/tradition.htm
http://jfg.girlscouts.org/GS/About/allabout.htm
http://www.geocities.com/stlukesgirlscouts/Traditions.html
==========================================================

* * * Behavior Management aka "How do I control all these little girls?"

* * * ==========================================================

Having trouble keeping control in your meetings?  Are girls running wild?  Parents in the way?  Read on for some great advice!

>>Submitted by Diane, mailto: lib_browning@ONLINE.EMICH.EDU

What I have had troops do in the past that meet in the gym/cafeteria with a stage is we put the yellow barrier tape up and said that they weren't allowed to go past that point.  It sort of put "walls" up around the meeting area.  We just tied the yellow barrier tape onto the backs of folding chairs.

Also, I have heard that another troop went to a carpet store and got old samples for the girls to sit on on the floor and when they were done they always had to go and sit on their carpet square (these girls were daisies and it seemed to work with them, plus they sat more still the leader said.

Another thought, is to have each parent sign up for a meeting as a helper and their task would be to keep the girls in the appropriate meeting area.  Maybe the parent would also see their daughter act up and help with the situation (by making the girl behave).  If there are girls that just won't follow directions, I see no reason why you can't enlist the parent to help and explain to them their daughter's behavior and ask them to talk to the girl and if she still doesn't listen then I would tell the parent they must attend the meeting to deal with the girl's behavior so that you can concentrate on the entire troop.

>>Submitted by Joni, mailto: brennanj@pjm.com

The old saying is - you can catch more flies with honey then with vinegar.  Well I guess we can say - you can catch more Daisies with prizes than with reprimands.

I would definitely do a few things with this......

First - address the whole troop.  Have a serious talk time.  Let them know that we have a troop issue and you need their help to find a fix. Explain that the school is upset because sometimes the girls play on the stage.  The troop could loose it's meeting place and then we couldn't have any fun at all!  Also let them know that we are not being sisters to every Girl Scout because our loud playing is disrupting the other troop.  Tell them you are not sure how to fix it and ask for their suggestions.  As they start calling stuff out - write it ALL down on a board or paper.  Then start to form a list of rules and consequences based on what they say - use their language.  You can even expand it to include all kinds of other troop rules if you feel something else needs attention too.  Most important - make it a kaper for one of the girls to do (or just be sure to do it your self) - have the lists hung up at every meeting.  Remind them that we all agreed on these rules - at every meeting.  They should be more inclined to follow the rules if they think they made them up.  Makes them feel like it is their group, not your group.

Second - I would institute some kind of positive reinforcement program. There are a variety of ways to do this, but the main point is - catch them doing something right and reward that.  Ignore those who are not doing right or remind those that they won't get such and such if they continue or promptly enforce whatever consequences (call the mom, sit out for 5 min, etc) and then go right back to the troop.  Don't allow those girls to interrupt the fun.  Eventually they will come around.

Ideas for the positive reinforcement -

1. Light a candle at the beginning of them meeting, leave it lit as they are being good, when one starts being bad, quietly blow it out, re-light as you see fit, when it burns down to a marked line, they get a treat/party/etc. 2. Scout bucks (beads, tokens, beans, etc.)  Have a short list of good behavior to be rewarded and a dollar amount (bead amount, etc).  At each meeting, hand out the fake dollars the good girls have earned.  Every so often have a troop store with little prizes they can buy with their dollars.  Some people make fake money on their computer, use monopoly money, collect beads or beans in a film canister, string beads on a necklace - there are all kinds of ways to do this one. 3.Use the blue spot - this is like time out, but different because there is no set time limit and the girls can take the timeout if they want it.  Laminate a blue piece of construction paper (can be as elaborate as you would like) and whenever someone is getting rowdy, quietly hand them the blue spot.  They are to then move away from the group and sit on it until they feel they can continue.  Girls can request the spot if they need a moment to themselves.  Even the leader occasionally could use a blue spot moment to collect her thoughts.

Third - make it a troop rule that there are no "moms" when you are in troop time.  Every adult is Mr. or Mrs. whoever.  Every child gets the same treatment from every adult.  Easiest way to do this.......... make it be a troop rule that no adult deals with their own daughter.  I know that sounds harsh, but most kids are Jekyl and Hyde when it comes to being around their parents.  Be sure the kids know that they should go to another adult if they need help or have a question.  And if they forget, have the parent nicely ask the child to go see so-and-so about that.  Most often I will call to the other adult - Mrs. Nyce, can you help my Jessica with this?  She needs a hand.  Mrs. Nyce knows that means I need her to handle my daughter.  I trust her and know she will handle the issue fairly.

One last help - A website dedicated to helping adults handle kids - especially those that are challenging.  http://www.disciplinehelp.com/
>>Submitted by mailto:Dmmandile@aol.com
Although this may sound too harsh I think I would talk to the mothers of the girls and let them know that wild behavior is unacceptable.  I would draw the line and state that if their daughters are unable or unwilling to follow your direction then they are not welcome at the meetings.  If these girls are in school then presumably they do know how to act.  They should be expected to show respect for themselves, other people and the property of others.

>>Submitted by Deborah, mailto: girlscoutz@cox.net

I use to meet in the cafeteria in my school.  My first suggestion is ask for another room.  Sometimes the stage is just too hard to resist.  If this can’t be done I would have a parents meeting with the girls there. I would tell the parents what the girls are doing and why they can’t do it.  I would tell them that the next time someone goes on the stage you will call a time out for the rest of the meeting.  I would ask the parents to talk to their daughters.  When or if the “stage incident” happens, call the time out and have the girls sit for the rest of the meeting.

>>Submitted by Lynn, mailto: JrTroop724@aol.com

Might be time to institute a behavior program. If you'd like to take a look at some ideas in that area, I have a page on my SU website devoted to this:  http://leicestergirlscouts.homestead.com/behaviorprograms.html
I'd have a little discussion about why there are rules (safety, etc.) and with breaking rules comes consequences. And being banned from the cafeteria is your troop's consequence. You could relate it to the work they are doing to earn their petals... the GS Law is like a list of rules.

>>Submitted by Marty, mailto: martypoch@hotmail.com

I would suggest doing something really hard line, but might work.  Next meeting sit your Daisy Girl Scouts down and talk about the rule and the reason for the rule (safety, disruptive, etc.).  Then tell the girls that because you have such a problem with them following the rule that from today on anyone caught on stage will be immediately sent home.  Ask them if they all understand the rule and consequences, then follow through.  You may even want to send a note home to parents about the rule and the consequences.

You really don't want to jeopardize the relationship that the Girl Scouts have with the meeting place, and this behavior could do just that.  Good luck!

>>Submitted by mailto: Xlbubbles@aol.com

Sit them down and let them know that for every time they are caught acting wild they will get a bad point....for every bad point they need 2 good ones to get back to zero, anyone with "BAD POINTS" will not get their "Daisy Petals" or do a craft...something they want ..if anyone gets say 10 bad points they can not participate anymore.  Get them where it hurts...hang tough.

You could recruit a bigger girl "Cadette" or "Senior" to help police the meeting ..sort of a safety patrol....I am sure there is a girl looking for Community Service hours.

>>Submitted by Geri, mailto: pocilujko@yahoo.com

Not being personally involved, I'm sure none of us has a pat solution, but...

1)  The longer this is allowed to go on, the sooner it will be perceived as allowed.

2)  I am quite sure it IS disrupting the other troop's meeting.  Have you showed them how the other troop is not acting in the same manner? Use parts of the law e.g., "to be a sister to every Girl Scout" does not include taking away from the meeting of their own troop or the troop meeting in the same place. "to respect authority" means respect for you leaders as well as the school personnel who have repeatedly asked them to stop. Why not point out that should school officials find out about their behavior, they may no longer allow you to use the facility.  Without a meeting place the troop may have to disband.

>>Submitted by Alice, mailto:awagner1031@cfl.rr.com
Behavior Management 101

    We all know that our "little angels" at times need a bit of direction to manage their behavior. Sometimes just giving them a few minutes of "Minnie Mouse time" (talking allowed only in polite little

whispers) is enough to purge them of their pent-up emotions.  Then again, maybe the disruptive behavior is a sign that it's time to take a break from the "work" with a fun hands-on activity or game.

    I've compiled a variety of resources on my website to offer support to leaders dealing with disruptive behavior. Topics include: Troop Rules, Silence is Golden, Motivate & Reward, Special Situations, Extra Support, and GS Program Links. I invite you to visit Scouting For All Seasons (click "Fall" then "Behavior Management 101" under the month of

September) http://home.cfl.rr.com/scoutingseasons
http://www.girlscouts.org/adults/troopmanagement.html - Behavior Management Tips
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