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* * * SENIOR GIRL SCOUT AWARDS SUMMARY * * *

Senior Community Service Bar (Burgundy)

1. Select the organization in which you would like to work. They must agree to train you for at least 4 hours. Council must approve both the organization that you choose and the training they propose. 2. Serve at least 25 hours with the organization that you have chosen.

Community Service Bar for Contributions to Girl Scouting (Green) 1. Take at least 4 hours of Girl Scout training 2. Serve at least 25 hours with Girl Scouts

Senior Girl Scout Program Aide Pin & Patch

1. After you take 10 hours of Program Aide training offered by council you will receive your pin 2. After serving 25 hours working with younger girls, you will receive your patch

Leader In Training (LIT) Pin & Patch

1. After you take Leader-In-Training training offered by council you will receive your pin 2. After serving 25 hours working with younger girls, you will receive your patch 3. Note: You must complete 9th grade before working on this project

Senior Girl Scout Troop Assistant Pin

Received after completion of one year of service to a troop or group

Counselor In Training (CIT) Pin & Patch

1. After you take Counselor-In-Training training offered by council, you receive your pin 2. Intern as a counselor in a Girl Scout camp 3. Note: You must complete 10th grade before working on this project

Counselor In Training II (CIT II) Pin

After you take your second year of Counselor-In-Training training, you will receive your pin

Senior Girl Scout Leadership Award

1. Read about leadership in Chapter 3 of the Senior Girl Scout Handbook 2. Serve at least 30 hours in a leadership position

Career Exploration Pin

1. Read the discussion of careers in Chapter 4 of the Senior Girl Scout Handbook 2. Write your resume 3. Plan and carry out a career-oriented activity, get a job or start your own business

Senior Girl Scout Challenge Pin

1. Design a self-development plan & follow it for at least 2 months 2. Examine your skills related to others & work to make them better 3. Decide what you value most and pick 3 that you will work towards 4. Participate in a service project that will benefit your community (minimum 15 hours) 5. Get involved in Girl Scouting beyond your troop

Apprentice Trainer’s Pin

1. Take Train the Trainer training course at your council

Senior Girl Scout Gold Award

1. Earn four Cadette and Senior Girl Scout Interest Project awards on topics related to your Gold Award Project 2. Earn the Career Exploration Pin 3. Earn the Senior Girl Scout Leadership Award 4. Earn the Senior Girl Scout Challenge Pin 5. Plan and implement a Girl Scout Gold Award Project that includes at least 50 hours of work

Bridge to Adult Girl Scouts Pin

1.  Find out how Girl Scouting is organized in your community. 2.  Find out about the volunteer positions that are open to adults. 3.  Interview professional Girl Scout staff and find out what kinds of education and experience are needed for key positions. 4.  Find out about training available for adults and, if possible, participate in an adult training event. 5.  Take on a leadership role in Girl Scouting working with adults. This might be as a Senior Girl Scout Program Aide, a Leader-In-Training, a Counselor-In-Training, a Senior Girl Scout Troop Assistant, and Apprentice Trainer, or a member of an event task group or board committee. 6.  Plan or help plan a bridging ceremony, in which you receive your Bridge to Adult Girl Scouts pin.  Once you have bridged, you may register as an adult and wear the adult uniform.

Gold Award Ideas:

Submitted by Jeri - mailto:Squeek001@AOL.COM
I had the honor seeing my last 'girl' get her Gold Award, hers was the 4th, and last, out of a troop of 10.  I guess I just want to share some thoughts and insights to other leaders faced with the 'what am I going to do' for a Gold Award project questions.

The first project was pretty traditional.  The member enjoys working with children.  She spent November through May, weekly working in a local elementary school.  She started baby-sitting for PTA meetings or school counseling sessions.  The school kept adding responsibilities until she was supervising tutors who came from the local middle school. Hers was the first Gold Award for our SU in about 15 years.  Currently, she is working as a teacher in a preschool, is a volunteer fire fighter and was the waterfront supervisor at our resident camp last summer.

The second project involved a girl with special needs.  Her medical history has placed her physically and emotionally delayed. She loves hockey and approached the local franchise of the western hockey league. She proposed an internship to them for HS students... the GM has experience working with special needs kids and they sucked her up.  She spent season setting up the rink, working on season ticket holders special packages, keeping goalie statistics and visiting Children's Hospitals.  The PR person for the team was at her GA ceremony, apparently the visits to the Children's Hospitals has a whole new meaning for the team due to the many occasions that she had been a patient.  She is currently a student at a local Community College, who's goal it to became a special Ed teacher.  As a graduation gift from HS her Mom gave her a lifetime membership to our movement.

The third award was pretty practical.  The member spent the better part of the summer working on the landscaping and parking lot of her church. She weeded, planted, helped build a deck, cleaned and restriped the parking lot. While she was doing this a Boy Scout built a new sign for the church as his Eagle project.  Doing this project she learned that she was allergic to beauty bark!  Currently, she is working at Safeco Field for the baseball season.  Looks like she will be starting Community College late this year....

The last award involved draft horses.  The member is 2000 Washington Junior Draft Horse Champion.  Her project involved the staging of a draft horse competition.  She did everything except sign the assorted contracts and the acquisition of sponsorships for the classes.  She is attending a Community College as a Running Start Student.  She received her Gold Award yesterday in the center of the arena for the Washington State Draft Horse and Mule Association show.  She's got a year of school left to do, so we will have to wait and see where she is headed.

Gold Award projects can be ANYTHING.  The member must truly be

interested in the topic or it simply won't get finished.   The hardest

thing you have to do is to insure that the completion paperwork is done.  I sat at three kitchen tables for several hours to get the final paperwork.

When I first began my Senior Troop, I trapped a very experienced Senior Troop Leader from another part of our council in the kitchen at the Council Office.  I asked her what the bottom line is on Gold Awards (she had 13 at that time).  Her guidance was right on...

1) The girl MUST BE interested in the topic.  The look-good-on-paper kind of stuff won't work.  She must be actually interested in the subject matter and would end up doing the project anyway.  The awards my girls received fell into this category.

2) The girl MUST COMPLETE the award by Winter Break of her Senior year in HS.  After that time, the focus of the girl switches to graduation completion requirements, prom, and graduation.  The time goes very quickly.  I had three girls who didn't complete their projects because they fell out of that window, they just didn't have time to finish.  The girl who did complete her hours during that time finished her paperwork the day after she graduated from High School.  We had two that completed during summer break between their Jr and Sr years and one that finished during the winter hockey season of her Jr year.

3) Involvement of the parent/guardian is paramount.  I asked one of my girls why she wanted a Gold Award and her response was: "I'd like to continue breathing". (Her Mom is a 1st Class and her Grandma is a Golden Eaglet).  I figured she had the proper motivation!

Here are some more Gold Award Ideas:

Create and distribute a coloring book about water safety for kids

Collect winter coats and accessories for the homeless

Run a Brownie/Junior workshop to earn the Stitch It Together Try It and Sew Simple Badge.  Have the girls use their new skills to assemble quilts for the homeless.

Teach arts and crafts at a low-income child care center.

Organize and run a bone marrow drive.

Organize and run a Bike Safety Day

Organize and run a Car Seat Safety Day

For more information on Gold Awards, check out http://jfg.girlscouts.org/Space/thcatch/Girlscouting/Gold/GA01.htm#TOP
http://jfg.girlscouts.org/How/Leadership/Awards/girlgold.htm - Gold Award Requirements http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/Goldaward.htm - Gold Award Projects for Senior Girl Scouts http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Acres/3733/gold.html - Gold Award Project Ideas http://www.geocities.com/brennan_51/gold.html - Path to the Gold! http://www.gscsm.org/guidegoldawardgirls.pdf - Gold Award Planning http://www.gssgc.org/Forms/GoldAwardPacket.pdf - Gold Award Packet http://www.projectkickstart.com/html/triggerlist.htm - General Project Planning http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GSGoldAward/ - This is a Yahoo news group.  You would need to join the group to participate.

>>Gold Award Commendations

Submitted by Diane, mailto:lib_browning@ONLINE.EMICH.EDU
When I chaired the Gold Award committee for our council we received letters from:

President (USA) http://www.whitehouse.gov/greeting/
Governor

Mayor of the city the girls lived in (or their township supervisor) House of Representatives gave them a proclamation GSUSA President Council CEO VFW Auxiliary also gave out a proclamation

We might have even gotten one from the school district but that I can't recall.  Our council does a council wide Gold Award Ceremony so they plan it, provide the location and the refreshments afterwards.

>>Submitted by Joyce, mailto:joyce.cosgrove@gsofdr.org
For Gold Award commendations, I sent to the US President and you can fax him at 202-395-1232; Vice President Dick Cheney; US Senators; US Congressman or Representatives; State Governor; State Division of Women (in NJ we have one); State Senators; State Assemblyperson; State Freeholders; Mayor of the girl's town; High School or college she attends; girl's place of worship; VFW Scouting Chair in your state; State Elks; plus Navy Recruiting (needs to be in your state, they have a nice certificate); US Army our address for them is US Army Rctg. Battalion Mid-Atlantic, Lakehurst Naval Air Stn Hwy 547, Bldg. #120 1st floor LNAES, Lakehurst, NJ 08733; Air Force Recruiting Office would need to be in your state; GS Chair of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary in your state; Knights of Columbus Scouting Committee would need to be in your state, Mr. Mark J. Ferrara, Jr., Military Order of the World Wars, 435 North Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; Ms. Kathryn Thornton, PhD., National Aeronautics and Space, Lyndon B. Johnson Space Ctr, Code CB, Houston, TX 77058; Attn Barbara Peterson, US Marine Corps Headquarters, Marine Corps Recruiting Command, 3280 Russell Road, Quantico, VA 22134; Director of Correspondence Control, Dept. Of Health and Human Services, 200 Independence Avenue, SW Room 635-G, Washington DC 20201-0004; Director of Public Affairs, Office of Asst. Secretary of Defense, 1400 Defense Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301

* * GOLD AWARD GRANTS * *

Walmart will give a matching grant between $500.00 and $1,000.00 for your project, but you have to be early with the application. The following is a really long URL, so you may have to cut and paste it.  Go to http://www.walmartfoundation.org, click on Community then on Matching Grants.  Please remember that you need a 501(c) form (available from

council) to apply.

* * SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GIRL SCOUTS * * http://jfg.girlscouts.org/How/College/GSscholar.htm - When you page down, there is a map where you can click on the state's initials to find out about specific Girl Scout scholarships!

http://www.elks.org/enf/scholars/goldawards.cfm - Elks National Foundation Gold Award Scholarships

Other Scholarship Web Sites: http://collegeapps.about.com/cs/merit/index.htm - A listing of Merit Scholarships http://scholarships.kachinatech.com/scholar13.html - Search for Scholarships http://www.brokescholar.com/ - Another scholarship search engine http://www.scholarshipworkshop.com/2nextlin.htm - Scholarship Workshop http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/ - If you page down, there is a list of colleges with available grants

http://www.walmartfoundation.org, click on Education, then Scholarships, then Sam Walton Community Scholarship

http://target.com/target_group/community_giving/scholarship.jhtml - Scholarship Program sponsored by Target

The 2002-2003 Girls Going Places College Scholarship Program is The Guardian Life Insurance Company's annual initiative designed to help women create, invest and protect wealth by rewarding the enterprising spirits of girls ages 12 to 16. Guardian awards college scholarships to 15 girls who demonstrate budding entrepreneurship; are taking the first steps toward financial independence; and make a difference in their school and communities.  Three top scholarship prizes of $10,000, $5,000 and $3,000 and 12 finalist prizes of $1,000 are awarded. For more information, go to http://www.glic.com/wc/frameset.html?http://www.glic.com/wc/ggp.html
Prudential Spirit of Community Award - http://www.prudential.com/spirit.
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