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* * * CADETTE GIRL SCOUT AWARDS SUMMARY* * *

From Dreams to Reality Patch

1. Complete 2 career activities from Interest Projects for Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts 2. Find out about 5 careers, including training required and salary range 3. Spend a day at work in a job in which you are interested 4. Research two fields in which women are not the majority 5. Interview 3 mothers with salaried positions 6. Collect and compare 3 ads for positions that interest you

Check out http://www.geocities.com/heartland/orchard/4866/index.html - From Dreams to Reality online workshop

Cadette Community Service Bar (Light Blue)

1. Select the organization in which you would like to work. They must agree to train you for at least 4 hours. Council must approve both the organization that you choose and the training they propose. 2. Serve at least 25 hours with the organization that you have chosen.

Community Service Bar for Contributions to Girl Scouting (Green) 1. Take at least 4 hours of Girl Scout training 2. Serve at least 25 hours with Girl Scouts

Cadette Girl Scout Program Aide Pin & Patch

1. After you take Program Aide training offered by council you will receive your pin 2. After serving 25 hours working with younger girls, you will receive your patch

Cadette Girl Scout Leadership Award

1. Read about leadership in Chapter 2 of the Cadette Girl Scout Handbook

2. Complete one activity in the Leadership interest project

3. Demonstrate your leadership skills in two or more settings (totaling at least 25 hours)

Cadette Girl Scout Challenge Pin

1. Choose one of the following: Complete 2 activities from Ch. 2 of the Cadette Girl Scout Handbook, Make a list of qualities you admire and work to make them your own, spend at least 5 hours learning a new skill, try 2 or more activities from the Fashion IPA 2. Choose one of the following: Complete 2 activities from Ch. 4 of the Cadette Girl Scout Handbook, plan and carry out an outing/party for a family, hospital patients, senior citizens or group in your community, plan and carry out a co-ed event 3. Choose one of the following: Read pages 56-57 in the Cadette Girl Scout Handbook and complete the activities, read pages 58-59 in the Cadette Girl Scout Handbook and complete the activities, plan a Girl Scouts Own ceremony 4. Plan and carry out a project that benefits your community 5. Plan and carry out a project that shows your knowledge of Girl Scouting, its purpose and history

Cadette Girl Scout Silver Award

1. Earn three Cadette and Senior Girl Scout Interest Project awards related to the project you will do for the Silver Award 2. Earn the Dreams to Reality Award OR do 5 career activities from any interest project 3. Earn the Cadette Girl Scout Leadership Award OR the Leadership Interest Project Patch. 4. Earn the Cadette Girl Scout Challenge Pin 5. Design and carry out a Girl Scout Silver Award Project that takes a minimum of 30 hours

Bridge to Senior Girl Scouts Patch - requirements must be completed during the last year of Cadette Girl Scouts 1. Find out about Senior Girl Scouting. Interview at least two former or current Senior Girl Scouts to find out what they do at this age level. 2. Page through A Resource Book for Senior Girl Scouts. Read two sections from two different chapters. 3. Do something with a Senior Girl Scout. 4. Help others learn about Cadette and/or Senior Girl Scouting. 5. Find out more about Apprentice Trainer, Leader-in-Training and Counselor-in-Training. Find out about Wider Ops that are only open to Senior Girl Scouts. 6. Conduct a leadership activity with a group of younger Girl Scouts. 7. Design your own bridging ceremony. 8. Plan and participate in a summer Girl Scout Activity.

* * * SILVER AWARD IDEAS * * *

At Christmas, fill stockings and deliver them to Salvation Army. Flyer the council for items to go in each stocking. Crayons, makers, stickers, pencils, coloring books. Then add a hand made card and a little sweet.

Make a collection for a day shelter in your area. Deliver flyers around town and place a box for pick up. Include in your flyer what is needed, deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes and paste, blue jeans in good condition.....whatever they need.

Make a collection for a pet shelter. Leave a bag on peoples door with a note what you will be collecting and have them leave it out on the porch for you to pick up Sat. after 10am. Grocery stores will give you plastic bags if you tell them what you need them for.

Plan and run a pet adoption day

A list of local places for field trips with addresses, phone numbers, contact people and cost if any. A list of venues to hold events- calling churches and other organizations to see if the places could be used- again including cost, numbers, capacity, contact person

Create a songbook or cassette

Swap book, craft ideas, try-its in a box-set up kits for the service unit leaders to check out to do different try-its

Visit a nursing home and play games, do crafts and put on skits for the residents.

Plan and present a Sports n Games Workshop for Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts.

Collect items to make personal hygiene bags for a local soup kitchen.

Run a Try It/Badge Day for Brownies and Juniors

Help a Brownie or Junior Troop earn the Blood Buddies Patch Program. Organize and run a blood drive.

Organize and run a “Camping 101” weekend for Brownies and Juniors that have never been camping.

Help run a Religious Award program for younger Girl Scouts

We have 2 girls doing work at a local nature trail ...identifying trees, making signs, etc.

Another girl is making "birthday boxes" (cake mix, frosting, candles, decorations, etc. in a decorated shoe box) for kids in shelters, food pantries and such.

Silver Award Placement

Submitted by Carol - mailto:CIsch@lg.com
We have been told that the girl should wear the largest of the three top awards she has earned (Bronze, Silver or Gold) to the left of her GS pin. Once she has earned a higher award, the one proceeding will migrate down to the mid right hand side of the vest or mid-way down on the sash with the other pin awards. That means a girl who has earned a Silver Award will continue to wear that award to the left of her GS pin until she has earned the Gold award, regardless of her level (Cadette or Senior).

Note:  The Silver Award is a pin that goes on the front of the sash/vest.  There is also a Silver Award Patch.  This in a “fun” patch and should not be put on the front of the sash/vest.

Need to know where to put all those other awards?  Go to http://jfg.girlscouts.org/GS/Uniforms/SrCadVest/sv0.htm for badge placement on the Cadette/Senior Girl Scout vest or http://jfg.girlscouts.org/GS/Uniforms/SrCadSash/ss0.htm for the sash.

For more information on Silver Awards, check out http://jfg.girlscouts.org/How/Leadership/Awards/girlsilver.htm - Silver Award Requirements http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/Silver.htm - Silver Award Projects for Cadette Girl Scouts http://www.gssgc.org/Forms/SilverAwardPacket.PDF - Silver Award Project Packet

The "Quest for the Silver" booklet is a great tool from Wagon Wheel Council.  It helps the girls understand the steps towards this Cadette award and develops a goal in their mind.  I also included a copy of our council's official Silver Award application form. You may download a booklet for girls and one for leaders at: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Orchard/4866/SilverAward/index.html
* * * HOT TOPIC - BRIDGING CADETTE GIRL SCOUTS EARLY * * * Submitted by Diane - mailto:dsturges@wt.net I just bridged my troop from Cadettes to Seniors (after two years), and have also served on my council's Gold Award Advisory committee.  In my council (San Jacinto), it is pretty common to bridge "early" to Seniors.  Personally, my troop was easily able to complete the Cadette program, complete with Silver Award, in two years.  Our first year was devoted to completing the prerequisites, and the second year to the projects themselves.  We presented Silvers and bridged at the end of May.  That way, any leadership activities they have done over the summer will apply to the Senior Leadership pin (one thing to consider: my council considers a girl a Senior as soon as she has bridged; this may vary from council to council).  I do have two girls who needed to finish their projects this summer; they will have a separate presentation and bridging later this month.  High school is a very busy time, and it can be difficult to schedule Girl Scout activities around everything else a girl is doing, so the extra year comes in handy.

The only drawback I have heard to bridging early is that girls cannot put the Silver Award on their college application as it was not completed during high school.  I can't speak to that as I haven't seen a college application in 25 years, but it does seem a bit odd that a student couldn't list other accomplishments.

If your council offers a Gold Award orientation, I would suggest that you take it.  It should help you understand the process your council uses, which would give you the information you need to give the girls so they can make the decision.

Submitted by Diane - mailto:lib_browning@ONLINE.EMICH.EDU
Keeping girls as Cadettes for only 2 years is sort of a 50/50 decision. It does give the girls three years to work on their Gold Award prior to their senior year of high school.  A question that I ask of the leader/parent/girl is:  has the girl earned her Silver Award within those first 2 years, if not are they planning on working on it.  If they have earned their Silver Award I see no reason for keeping them as Cadettes, the program is so similar they could use those interest projects earned after their Silver Award to put towards their Gold Award work.  However, some Cadettes aren't as motivated that first year with earning towards their Silver Award and you don't want them to get so stressed out in the 2nd year with finishing the preliminary work & their Silver Award that they become discouraged to continue on.  I suggest you take a look at your girls and where they all are, what they have accomplished and if they have goals set and what level they need to be in to accomplish those goals.

Submitted by mailto:sisters-2@juno.com
I have had a Cadette Troop and it does have its own unique challenges. I prefer the two years as a Cadette because the girls use the same Interest Patch Book the whole time as Cadettes and Seniors.  They can earn the same IPAs as a freshman but now they count toward the Gold Award if they need them to.  Also, it gives them an extra year to get the Gold Award Committee approval.  Senior year in high school usually does not give them a lot of extra time for Girl Scouts.

The biggest con of the two year Cadette is that it is more leader driven. You have to know the requirements and get the girls through them.  The program is too hard for Cadettes to just pick up.  It is almost like going back to Brownies, there is that much leader influence

Submitted by Mary - mailto:mcbride44@cox.net
I've been a C/S leader for 7 years.  I'm all for it! If the leader is prepared to have the young Senior GS be a bit young, it's great. (Nothing that can't be outgrown!). It helps if the Cadette troop prepared the girls for leadership, decision-making and 'owning' their troop program.  The Silver Award (if the Cadettes are interested in earning that) can be done in 2 years with lots of planning, motivation and fun.

Other reasons for it:

    1)  it IS allowed by National

    2)  if HS is from 9th -12th grade - no one wants to be a Cadette GS in high school. Also, around here the high school kids seem more accepting of GS than the middle school crowd.

    3)  9th graders are closer in maturity to 11th graders than they are to 7th graders

    4)  the GS has already finished her Silver Award

    5)  the Gold Award should be done by Christmas of 12th grade (it really does help!) -- too many other things demand her time; it can be flaunted; there's time to overcome any unexpected, unavoidable delays or obstacles (it happens!!); scholarship ops; college & job applications

Cons:

At some GS events/programs, the 9th graders will not be classified as Seniors. OR The event/program may be for 10th graders and older, even if it is labeled a Senior GS event. Just something to watch for.

Submitted by Lauri - mailto:lauri_allen@hotmail.com
I have a mixed Cadette/Senior Girl Scout troop.  I explain to my 8th graders each year that they have a choice - be a 9th grade Cadette or be a 9th grade Senior.  Considerations include whether or not they are working on or have achieved their Cadette Silver Award, and if they think they'd like to work on their Senior Gold Award.  This is definitely a decision to be made by girls and not a leader.  Completing the Gold Award does take time - which high school girls generally don't have a lot of.  The extra year (9th grade) to work on a Gold Award can help to have it completed in time for college apps, but for those girls who are committed to earning their Gold it certainly can be done in two years (10th and 11th grades).

Earning the Cadette Silver Award is not a pre-requisite for earning the Senior Gold Award.  Even so, earning the Silver Award is good practice for earning the Gold Award.  Each of the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards are more difficult than the previous.

Being a leader for C/S level is a lot different than being a Junior leader.  Cadettes are responsible for 75% of their troop decisions/planning. Seniors are responsible for 100%.  Deciding to earn a Silver or Gold Award is a girl decision; she is the one who must do all of the work and she should be the one to decide if she wishes to shorten her Cadette years.
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